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IT’S AS CLOSE as it gets to a
hagiography, but Javier Moro’s
unauthorised biography of Sonia
Gandhi, TThhee  RReedd  SSaarreeee::  WWhheenn
LLiiffee  iiss  TThhee  PPrriiccee  ooff  PPoowweerr,,  has
triggered a war of words
between the Congress and the
Spanish writer that shows no
signs of abating.

Congress spokesperson Abhishek Manu

Singhvi, whose legal firm has issued a
defamation notice to Moro, contends that
the biography is “full of untruths, half-truths,
falsehoods, defamatory statements, com-
pletely imaginary and invented conversations
with quotation marks and narrations of non-
existent situations in the first person.”

That’s an ironical reaction to what Moro admits is a
“fictionalised biography” — parts of which are avail-
able with MAIL TODAY — which shows Sonia as a duti-
ful daughter-in-law, a fiercely loyal wife, a protective
mother and a responsible elder sister-in-law to
Maneka Gandhi. The English translation of the biog-
raphy, which has sold over 200,000 copies in its Span-
ish original, is set for a year-end release in India.

Singhvi’s objections are centred mainly around 
the passages that show Sonia wanting to go back to
Italy with Rajiv and their children after the electoral
drubbing Indira Gandhi got in 1977. In these
passages, Moro resorts to the writer’s device of report-
ing conversations as if he were present on the occasion.
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