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I
T’S the ‘every keystroke
you make, I’ll be watch-
ing you’ syndrome. One
of the first bloggers in
the country, Melody Lai-
la, is used to love-sick,

sexually explicit mails and
comments from her readers,
with some even referring to
her as their girlfriend. “I blog
with my name and photos.
When you start a blog, you
start with the premise that it
will be open to all, and you
will be exposed to psychos
who can stalk you and harass
you on the Web,” she says.

But even so, Melody was shocked
to discover her photo stolen from a
Flickr account and used in an Orkut
profile, under the name ‘Joyi Bind-
aaaaaas’. The profile describes her
as a “sweeeet and cool” single 25-
year-old from Agartala, who lives in,
well, ‘Gurgaon in Mumbai’. Joyi
Bindaaaaaas has 13 friends, 1 fan,
162 scraps — and very blatantly car-
ries Melody’s smiling photo, despite
numerous complaints to Orkut.

If Melody’s morphs into the smi-
ling Joyi Bindaaaaaas on Orkut,
sitarist Anoushka Shankar too
faces identity theft, with her pho-
tos stolen from her laptop. Shan-
kar’s case shot into the limelight
this week, when a Mumbai-based
man was arrested for sending her
half-a-dozen e-mails demanding
$100,000.

Cyber stalking of women is on the
rise, and how. Ask cyber law expert
Pavan Duggal, who has nearly 10
harried women coming for legal con-
sultation on such matters every
month — a sharp rise of 5-6 times in
the last five years. “The onset of so-
cial networking sites has given a ra-
pid boost to the number of cases of
cyber harassment and cyber stalk-
ing,” says Duggal. “But few women
want to take legal action.”

DELHI’S Cyber Crime
Cell is seeing one such
complaint every day.
“It’s an increase of nearly
10 per cent since last

year,” says ACP Sanjay Bhatia, who
heads the cell. Harassment could
consist of dirty e-mails and forwards
with a woman’s photos and phone
number. In Mumbai, the Cyber
Crime Cell received at least 150-odd
complaints last year from women of
harassment by jilted lovers or ex-
husbands.

The most celebrated case in Mum-
bai has been that of small-time
actress Sheena Shahabadi,
who had a small role in
the movie Tere Sang.
Her private photos
were being circulated
by her estranged
husband’s friend.
Ironically, the
estranged husband,
Vishal Gore, is the
son of a former ACP.

Prof. Sanjay Srivas-
tava, professor of soci-
ology, Institute of Eco-
nomic Growth, Delhi
University, who specialises in
sexuality, gender and popular cul-
ture, believes cyber stalking is far
more sinister than stalking in real
life. “It allows the stalker to have
access to the victim which wouldn’t

have been possible otherwise.
Cyber stalking can also be more
explicit — in the form of obscene e-
mails, for instance, and gives a

stalker a much greater sense
of power.” For the victim, it

means living in a web of
suspicion. “The sexual
threat is much higher
because of the lack of
control. You have no
idea who your cyber
stalker could be. It
could be your col-
league who speaks

nicely to you,” Srivas-
tava says.
Sonal Mattoo, a Delhi-

based advocate who spe-
cialises in cases of sexual harass-

ment at the workplace, gets five to
seven cases of women every month
who are being stalked online by
someone at their workplace.
“Power and authority figures resort

to other forms of sexual ha-
rassment. Cyber stalking is gener-
ally done by a woman’s peers and
colleagues — who are mostly in
their 20s,” she says.

Cyber stalkers could be as
young as 15, says Duggal. “Stalk-
ing is actuated by a variety of em-
otions: revenge, possessiveness,
sadistic pleasure, hatred, jeal-
ousy and extreme infatuation, to
name a few,” he says. Rejection is
another driving force. “Most
stalkers are vengeful. They have
either been rejected and want to
get nasty because they can’t han-
dle rejection. They retaliate by
ruining the woman’s reputation,”
says Mattoo. The psychological
impact on the victims can be dev-
astating.

“I have seen women turn suicidal.
They walk into work one day and
everyone in office has seen obscene
photos of theirs in an email or social

networking site. Most people attri-
bute this to something they must
have done. Your career ruined in
that organisation,” says Mattoo.

Many women find their photos
being morphed and circulated in
paid porn sites. Intimate pictures
taken before a relationship sours
also often find their way to these
sites. The man, no doubt, stays out
of the frame.

On another level, cyber-stalking

can have a devastating impact on
the stalker as well. Take Neeta
Sharma, for instance, who can’t
come to terms with her break-up
four months ago. Her ex-boyfriend
and she are still on Facebook. And
this is the problem — she can’t
move on, because she checks his
status updates four times a day,
nervous with the anticipation of
seeing him with another girl.

Perpetrators of cyber harass-

ment, says Mumbai-based clinical
psychologist Varkha Chulani, are
emboldened by the fact that the
“chances of getting discovered are
a lot less online than for a voyeur
who looks to harass a woman in
real life.” The ‘roadside Romeos’ of
cyberspace are able to operate
under the cover of anonymity that
the medium offers.

It doesn’t help that the newly
amended IT Act is a paper tiger,
and actually cyber crime-friendly,
says Duggal. Cyber stalking was
made an offence in the Official Ga-
zette published just this February.
It is punishable with a minimum of
three years in prison and a fine of
Rs 5 lakh. The trouble is that it’s a
bailable offence. “So, the moment
the stalker is released, he will go
and delete electronic evidence,”
says Duggal.

Inaction on part of site adminis-
trators makes matters worse. Viha-

ri Komaragiri, product manager,
Google India, maintains Orkut
responds “to most cases within 24
hours, and to all cases within 14
days.” That doesn’t explain why
Melody still exists on Orkut as Joyi
Bindaaaaaas, despite complaints. 

The police, too, do not see cyber
crime as a high-priority concern,
unless it involves a celebrity like
Shankar. “The damage is already
done by the time the police react.
They take too long to investigate
the cases,” says Mattoo.

Until such time that regulatory
mechanisms are put in place, the
cyberspace just may remain very
unfair for women. “But don’t let
that stop you from enjoying social
media. Just be educated about
how you use it,” advises Melody.
She’s indeed bindaas.

With inputs from Krishna Kumar
in Mumbai

neha.mehta@mailtoday.in

Often we hear of tales, where-
by individuals of low self-este-
em and a corrupt mind try the-
ir best to bring out the worst in
others, especially those who
disagree with them on matters
concerning wealth, ideas, perc-
eption and at times, the heart.
For them, rejection means no-
thing but “failure”. Why fall
alone? Bring the concerned pe-
rson down with you at any and
every cost! 

Humiliation in public, cheap
tactics with false quotes, so-
metimes bodily harm are
some of the acts that these
degenerated so-
uls can resort to.

And this post is
to honour one of
them — Mr Datla
Chiranjeevi Raju. 

Some of you mi-
ght already be ac-
quainted with
him and those of
you who are not,
can simply check
out the comment
section of one of my previous
posts to gain a brief insight. 

Inspite of my warning him not
once but twice Mr. Chiranjeevi
continued to barge into my
blog with his lewd love confes-
sions. But as I said earlier, some
people can’t take a bit of ne-
gativity and react in the most
bizarre way possible. That’s
exactly what Mr Chiranjeevi
resorted to. He started posting
comments on his own blog
posts using my name.

But this is not it. The bummer
of all his acts is a post where
without my freaking permission

this man has flicked my photo-
graph from my Flickr account
and put it up there. 

Still not over his grudge or
obsession, he comments on
my blog this time round using
a well-known lady writer’s na-
me and website address. But
the fool forgot or is unaware
of the technicality that when a
person comments on a Word-
press blog, their IP address
also comes along with it.

I wouldn’t be wrong in sta-
ting that there are many more
types and other types of Chi-
ranjeevis existing in the virtual

world. Some
think it’s rew-
arding to dis-
play intimate
feelings for
others to gab
upon, some
get soulful
pleasure by
mocking oth-
ers (not intel-
lectually) and
some do ev-

erything unethical possible —
the reasons behind such
actions could be many: to gain
attention, increase site traffic,
or just insanity. 

For me this incident is just
another ugly experience but I
am sure to make this the “mo-
ther” of all experiences for
the individual responsible.
Hopefully, this post will smack
him right where it hurts the
most and compel him to think
a million times before playing
such hideous tactics. Mr Chi-
ranjeevi, you have messed
with the wrong person here.

PARASITES OF
THE VIRTUAL
WORLD

Cyber
stalking is

generally done by
a woman’s peers and
colleagues — who are

mostly in their 20s.
Power and authority

figures resort to other
forms of sexual

harassment.

Cyber stalking 
is actuated by
several intense
emotions. These
could be revenge,
possessiveness,
sadistic pleasure,
hatred, jealousy or just
extreme infatuation. And
these are only a few.

‘

’

I have seen women
turn suicidal. They walk
into work one day and
find that everyone in
office has seen their
obscene photos.
Most people believe
the woman is
responsible for 
the pictures.

‘

’

DO’S AND
DON’TS

� Do report abuse to the site
administrator at once if inappro-
priate content has been sent to
you or posted about you.

� Do follow up any such abuse by
registering a complaint with the
cyber crime cell.

� Do block people who you do
not want on your chat windows or
social networking site.

� Do install privacy settings. Don’t
let just about anyone have access
to your photographs and wall
posts, even if they are on your
friends’ list. 

� Do monitor your child’s Inter-
net usage to ensure that your
child’s online and offline identity
remains protected at all times.

� Do not post explicit photos of
yourself on social networking sit-
es, and do not forward any to your
friends either. These are likely to
fall into wrong hands. 

� Do protect sensitive data on
your computer with a password if
you lend it or send it for repair.

� Do not randomly add friends on
your list just to get numbers. By
doing so, you expose yourself to
way too many strangers.

� Do not access your mails on ev-
ery other computer. This increases
the risk of your e-mail/social ne-
tworking page being hacked into.

� Do not reveal your password to
anyone, no matter how close you
are to the person. You may blindly
trust the person, but often, it’s
hard to tell a wolf in a sheep’s skin. 

By Neha Tara Mehta

Rejection for
them means
nothing but
failure. Why 
fall alone?

(Above) Blogger Melody Laila’s fake profile on Orkut. The
social networking site hasn’t acted on her complaints.

Saakshi Juneja’s stalker just
lifted her picture from Flickr
and put it on his blog
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A post from Mumbai-
based Sakshi Juneja’s
blog, To Each Its Own( )

— Sonal Mattoo, advocate — Pavan Duggal, cyber lawyer
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