
LAST year’s sealing drive
took away her husband’s
catering unit. This Octo-
ber, recession cost Anita
her retail job. 

Christmas, though, may
finally bring some cheer —
and money — to this 26-year-
old retail management post-
graduate. 

No, she hasn’t found another
job. But she will raise money by
renting out her womb to an
American woman who is flying in
to India to start the procedure
next week.

“I have an MBA degree and
have done several computer
courses. But I didn’t look for
another job after losing the one
that I had. The job market is
just too tight,” Anita says. 

The mother of a two-year-old
hopes to be pregnant by Janu-
ary 2009. She’ll be paid Rs 2.75
lakh, along with all expenses
incurred on groceries and medi-
cines, for the next nine months. 

“If she hadn’t lost her job, she
wouldn’t have bothered to do
this. You don’t generally get
such well-educated surrogates
or donors, unless they are from
the paramedic profession,” says
Dr Shivani Sachdev Gour, a fer-
tility expert at Phoenix Hospital,
Greater Kailash-I, where Anita
will undergo the procedure. 

It’s win-win for Gour’s 
American patient as well. She’d
have had to shell out $40,000-
50,000 (Rs 20-25 lakh) to a 
surrogate in the US.

The recession is fuelling a baby
harvest. It’s evident from a visit
to the Delhi In-Vitro Fertilisation
(IVF) and Fertility Research
Centre at Bengali Market. 

Reeta, a software engineer, has
taken time off from her IT firm in
Gurgaon to donate eggs to an
infertile couple being treated at
the centre. She decided to do
this after her husband, a software
engineer in the US, returned to
India after being laid off.

Reeta’s eggs go for a premium,
thanks to her high IQ profile,
and she makes Rs 40,000 to Rs

50,000 each time. “My husband
is trying to raise money to open
his own software training insti-
tute. I want to help him, as well
as help infertile couples have
babies,” she says.

Confirming the trend, 
Dr Anoop Gupta, Delhi IVF’s
infertility specialist, says: “In the
last two months, we have had
seven or eight couples walking in
with prospective egg donors and
surrogates who are all white-col-
lared workers affected by the
economic crisis. People facing
recession know about this
opportunity that will help them
and also assist infertile couples.”

In Gujarat’s Anand — India’s
surrogacy capital — Kaival Hos-
pital’s infertility specialist

Nayna H. Patel says the number
of educated and middle-class
surrogates and donors from
towns such as Vadodara has
shot up by 15-20 per cent.

“Many of these women come
after losing money in the share
market or after either they
themselves or their husbands
lose their job,” Patel adds. 

One of the surrogates under
her care is a 26-year-old woman
who has an LLB and a BCom
degree. The woman turned to
surrogacy after her husband was
rendered jobless because of the
economic downturn.

For Mayur Vihar housewife-
turned-tutor Mandakini, becom-
ing an egg donor came as an
alternative to suicide, which she
was contemplating after her
husband, a sound engineer, lost
his Rs 40,000-a-month job. 

“We moved from a two-bed-
room home to a one-room set
with a kitchen,” Mandakini
recalls. “My son’s marks fell from
96 per cent to 64 per cent
because we couldn’t afford his
tuitions any more. We didn’t
have the money to pay his
school fees. I had gone to a
chemist to buy poison, but did-
n’t know what to get. That’s
when I saw an ad for a donor in a
women’s magazine.”

Egg donation is a long-drawn
process, involving 9-10 days of
injections, and the subsequent
removal of eggs under general
anaesthesia. Specialists say the
procedure is safe. 

“There are no cuts and the
entire procedure is done with
the help of a needle guided by
ultrasound,” assures Dr Deek-

sha Tyagi, a gynaecologist who
assists Dr Gupta of Delhi IVF.

Unmarried women are turned
away from donation, for it leads
to the tearing of the hymen dur-
ing the medical examination,
which isn’t held in a good light
in many traditional homes. 

Dr Gupta recently refused an
infertile couple who came with a
prospective donor — a laid-off
airhostess — because she was
unmarried. “We take women
who are married and have
already had a child. They prove
to be fertile,” he says.

In some states in the US, even
college students donate eggs to
pay their tuition fees. “Depend-

ing on her vital stats and IQ, a
student could receive anything
between $5,000 (Rs 2.4 lakh) and
$30,000 (Rs 14.5 lakh),” says Dr
Sulochana Gunasheela, who
runs her own IVF centre in Ban-
galore. “Models and women with
high IQ invite online bids for
their gametes.”

All this may seem somewhat
futuristic, but the way urban
India is moving, are we likely to
see educated middle-class
women catching up with their US
counterparts? “If not now, possi-
bly some time in the foreseeable
future,” says Dr Gunasheela.

(Names of all donors and sur-
rogates have been changed)
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‘Limited flats available!’
‘Rush before the flats are sold out!’

SUCH advertisements stare at you from
the pages of property supplements. But
don’t get fooled by them; it’s just a ploy
of developers to make the gullible buyer
believe the real estate sector in India
hasn’t been hit as badly by the slowdown
as is being portrayed.

The fact, however, is different as the fig-
ures provided by  the Gurgaon registry
office show. The rush for registration of
new houses has seen a steady decline in
the past few months. 

Till May, registration of 100-125 houses
used to take place every day at the Gur-
gaon office. The number has now come
down to 60-70 registrations per day.

The declining trend clearly shows that
despite a slump in property rates, peo-
ple are not rushing to buy property.

In the last financial year, registration of
32,351 houses was done. This year, the
number as of now stands at about 20,350
and it’s unlikely to catch up with last
year’s figures in the next three months.

The registrations started decreasing
from July and is set to dip further with
real estate going down by 40 per cent. “It
was in July when we last saw a rush in our
office. After that, it hasn’t been much hec-
tic,” said an official at the registry office. 

“In July, we did registration of 2,960
houses; in August, the number decreased
to 2,493; in September, it further went
down to 2,121 while in October the num-
ber slightly increased to 2,137. Less than

2,000 new houses were registered in
November. The figures for December also
are expected to be below 2,000. This
downtrend shows the meltdown has
affected the real estate market in a big
way,” the official said. 

Neither investors nor end users are buy-
ing. “No one is ready to invest in property
fearing the money will get blocked,” said
Gaurav Moses, a property dealer.

“Those who need a flat to live in are not
able to buy because of the sky-high

interest rates. The situation is expected
to remain same or even worsen in the
next six months,” said another dealer. 

This despite the fact that property rates
in Gurgaon have come down heavily. A
four-bedroom flat is now available for 
Rs 55 lakh while the same flat was priced
over a crore a few months ago. 

“There are neither buyers nor investors
in the market, which has resulted in a
steep fall in prices. The commission for
agents has been doubled as builders are
desperate to sell their flats,” said Moses. 

The rate of three-bedroom apartments
has dipped from Rs 80 lakh to Rs 38-40
lakh, said another property dealer. The
rate of two-bedroom flats, however, has
not been affected much.

“Those who have new bookings are fac-
ing problems. Paul builder has new
apartments to offer in Sector 71, but
there is no response. DLF has launched
new apartments in Sector 79, but even
they are not getting any response.
Unitech had plans to launch new apart-
ments in Sector 71 and 72 but they
haven’t, seeing the cold response to the
DLF project,” said R.K. Garg, director of
Happy House Infrastructure Private Ltd. 

By Faizan Haider in Gurgaon

Price slump fails to boost flat sale in Gurgaon

NO TAKERS: Property prices in
Gurgaon have come down but there
are very few buyers in the market.

Registrations per day down
from 125 in May to 70 now 

Women renting wombs, donating eggs to tide over financial crisis 

By Neha Tara Mehta
in New Delhi 

‘Women with high IQ
invite online bids’

EGG DONORS

SURROGATES

INDIA
Rs 30,000 to 
Rs 40,000. Highly
educated donors
are often paid
higher amounts,
ranging from 
Rs 40,000 to 
Rs 1 lakh

Rs 2.5 lakh to 
Rs 4.5 lakh

RATES THEY COMMAND 
USA
$5,000 to $25,000
(Rs 2.4 lakh to 
Rs 12 lakh) for egg
donation. Ivy
league students
are known to 
command 
higher prices

$30,000 to $50,000
(Rs 14.5 lakh to 
Rs 25 lakh)

EASY MONEY IN HARD TIMES: Educated and middle-class women
affected by meltdown are turning surrogates or egg donors. 

Economic slide
fuels fertility
business boom


